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This should not detain them in making the desired
reform. It is a wholly unnecessary controversy likely
to be the door through which English may enter to the
eternal disgrace of India. If the first step, that is, revival
of provincial speech in all public departments takes
place immediately, that of inter-provincial speech will
follow in quick succession. The Provinces will have to
deal with the Centre. They dare not do so in English,
if the Centre is wise enough quickly to realize that they
must not tax the nation culturally for the sake of a
handful of Indians who are too lazy to pick up the speech
which can be easily common to the whole of India
without offending any party or section. My plea is for
banishing English as a cultural usurper as we success-
fully banished the political rule of the English usurper.
The rich English language will ever retain its natural
place as the international speech of commerce and
diplomacy.
Harijan, 21-9-547

Place of Sanskrit

I am of opinion that Sanskrit cannot be dispensed
with in matters religious. The translation, no matter
however accurate, cannot replace the original mantras
which have an import of their own. Besides it would
be detracting from the solemnity of the mantras which
have been repeated in Sanskrit for centuries, to repeat
them today in the vernaculars. But I am clear that each
manira and every rite should be accurately interpreted
and explained to the person repeating the mantra or
participating in the rite. A Hindu's education must be
regarded as inadequate without a knowledge of the
rudiments of Sanskrit. Hinduism would be extinct
without   Sanskrit   learning    and   Sanskrit   scholarship